
Dear John,

I  do not know howlnanaged to be quite so lneff lc lent but I  made an almighty
errol  in ny inl t la l  report  concerning the slgnl f icance of your crandfatherts
roedal ent i t lement.  Thls I  have put r ight in the enclosed, revised report .
The report  1s without ny usual speculat lon: just the bare facts as I  have
deduced then fron the avat lable documentat lon.

I  $eed to do a bi t  nore \rork on your crandfatherrs fr iend Herbert  l larvetson.
I  wi l l  sort  that  out later.

The sesslon vl th Eddte and fr lends v,/as hard work but very worthwhl le.  T
l , '111 go agat[  ln a couple of oeeks. Thanks for putt ing me on to that.

I  hope that you are naklng a steady recovery fron your recent hospital

'?twp
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235056 Prlvste Alan TILBURY: 8th (Servtce) Battal lon, Pr lnce Albertrs
(sooerset Llght Infantry);  fornerly 634028 Prlvate, lst /20th (county of
of London) Battal lon'  (Blackheath and Woolwich),  The l ,ondon Reglnent i

fornerly 8096 Prlvste of that battal lon.

Prlvste TII ,BIIRY was k11led ln act lon oo Thursday, 4th October 1917
durlng the Batt le of Broodselnde (fourth of the slx Batt les of Ypres
fought fro:n Tuesday, 3lst  July to Fr lday, 12th october 1917) at age
36. He hae no knolrn grave and ls coflmemorated on the Tyne Cot Menorlal 

'
Tyne Cot cenetexy (9kn North-East of Ypres) '  Belglum on panels 4l  to 42

and 163A.

l4eds1 ent l t lement foi  W!, l I :  Vlctory Medsl end Bri t ish I ' lar Meda1.

Theatre of  l , lar  f l rst  served in:  I (a) ;1.e. '  France and Flandels.

Date of etr try thereln (1.e.,  date of dtsenbarkat ion):  r lot  knosn '  Hls

f l rst  battal lon, lst /20th l ,ondon Reginent,  dlsenbarked at Le l lavle on
l, lealnesday, loth March 1915. I lowever,  as accordhg to hls Medal Ro11

Prlvate TII ,BURY was not ent l t led to the 1914-15 Star '  he vould not have
been l th the battal lon on that day and would not have served abroad l t l th
the unit  be{ore 1916, at the vely ear: l lest.

Int t la l ly l r t th a 4-f lgure reglnental  nunber '  Pl lvate TILBURY later recetved

a 6-figure number. The Brltlsh Arny i,tas re-nunbered wlth 6-flgure numbers
on Thursday, lst  March 1917. Therefore he would st l11 heve been 1, l th

lst /2oth ]-ondon Reglnent on that date.

Date of t ransfer to 8th Sonerset l - lght Infantry:  not knor"n but would
have been between Frlday'  2nd March 1917 and Thursday'  4th october l917
(the day of  h1s death),

The soldlerrs servlce papers dld not survlve the Sunday'  8th Septenber

bonblng of the warehouse ln Arnside Street '  wslworth'  London where they

Accordlng to tSoldiers Dted In The Grest l ' lar 
'  

1914-1918' he 17as born at

Cht lbol ton, l {ants. ,  enl lsted at Purley, Surrey snd ras a resldent of
croydon, Surrey.

Accordlng to the Connonwealth war Grsves comnlesion he !{as the sofl of the

late l , l t11tan Tt lbury, of  Cht lbol ton, Hants.,  and the husbaod of Crace A.
Tl lbury of 50, wl11o!t  Vs1e, Shepherd's Bu6h' I -ondon.

The date of h16 enllstneltt ls not known.

At the t lne of Pr lvate TILBURYT9 death'  his battal lon l tas Part  of  the

53rd Infantry Brtgsde, 37th Divls lon. The War Dlar les of 8th Battal lon'
Sonerset l - lght Infartry,  of  63rd I f l fantry Brlgade l leadquarters and of
37th Dlvtston General  Staff  esch conteln a detal led f larrat lve of the eventa
of Thursday, 4th October 1917, the day on l thlch the Bstt le of Brood€elnde
$as fought.

37th Dtvtstonrs accomt lncludes a dunber of haps'  two of which show the



disposlt lon of the battal lon on that dar.  The naps lndlcste that Pr lvate
TII-BURYrs death would have occurred at s polnt spproxlmstely 1,640 yards
west-South-I , iest of  the Belglan sett lement of GHELUVEI-T,,  and 1,250 yerds
South-South-West of the Y?RES-MENIN road.

I le was one of 41 Off lcers and Other Ranks of 8th Sonerset Llght hfsntry
who lrere ki11ed durlng the battle. 33 of then have no kno\tn grave and ale
comnenorated on the Tyne Cot llemorlal.

The battal lof l .  whlch on 4th october 1917 nunbered 274 off lcers and other
Ranks, suffered a total  of  432 casualt les ( l19 off lcers and other Radks)
of dead, wounded or mlsslng as a result  of  the dayrs engagement.

I t  ls not possible to deterrnlne the preclse clrcunstances of ?r lvate
TII ,BURYTs death fron lhe war Dlary accounts of the f tght lng of 4th october
1917.

rMl l l tary operat lons, France And Flsnders 1917' volune I Ir ,  comments on
the Southern f lank of the act lon (ehere 8th Sonerset Llght Infantry uas
sl tusted) ss fo l1o$s:

rThe r lght br lgade of thls (37th) dtvtston.. .  redelted the attenpt
to capture the defended 1ocal l ty on Tolrer Eanlets spur;  but the
8/Sonerset 1.I .  and 8/ l tncolnshtre, whtch entered l t ,  were swept
by machlne-gun f l re fron front and f lanks'  as ln prevlous attenpts,
and had to fal1 back to thelr  start ing- l1ne, Heavy losses were
incurred, and lntense Gernsn she11lng, together !r1th the nuddy
condlt lons of the Bassevl l lebeek va11ey'  prevented the arxlval
of suff lc lent relnforcements ln t lne to resume the attack. l

0vera11 (1n ml11tary tef i rs) the Batt le of Broodselnde was a consldelab1e
success, tbe Gernans lbslng a great deal of  ground. The batt le was the
prelude to the f tght lng for the vl l lage of Paaschendaele.

David Jacknan 09JAN05SUN
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