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ADDENDA

Correcl ion: Tyne Cot Menorial  is 9kn North-East of Ypres, not North of

Dare of Pr lvate TTLBURY's disembarkat ion in France: lst /20th London
Reglnent enbarked from southanpton on four shlps,  rVtperr ,  rQueen Alexandrai ,

'Duchess of  Argy11'and rTraf ford Ea11'  dui ing the af ternoon of  Tuesday,
9th March 1915. The battal ion disembarked at Le I lavre, France, the f l rst
soldlers going ashore at 0730 hours'  on vednesday'  l0th Uarch 1915.
( l1 lo 95/2738: l , iar  Dlary:  l /20 Bn.,  l ,ondon Reglnent;  1915 Narch -  I9r9 May).

l -et ter  f ron H.Harverson to Grace T11bury,  dated Thursday, lSth octobe. 19l7;

275107 Private Herbert  HARVERSON: 3rd (City of London) Battal ion (Roya1
rusi l lers),  The London Reglnent;  fortr .et ly 634027 Prlvate'  lst /20th
l ,ondon Regiment;  formerly 8095 Private, lst /20th London Reglment.

He was ki11ed ln act ion on sunday, l l th August 1918 and has no known
glave, He is corurenorated on Panel I0 of the Vis-en_Attols Memorial ,
v1s-en-Artois Bri t ish cemetety ( tOkm South-East of Ar.as) '  Pas-de-Ca1a1s'
France.

Private HARVERS0N was born in Dalston, enl lsted Bexley Heath and resided
in Sldcup. He vas the husband of El len Harverson.

( Informat lon f rom'So1d1ers Died.. . '  and the Commonoealth War Graves
Connlssion).

civen that hls or iginal  reginental  nunber of 8095 is adjacent to Private
TILBURI'S or iginal  numbei of 8096, i t  can be assuned that the two nen
enl isted at the same t ime and were or becane fr lends'* Pr ivate HARVERSON's
service papers have not survived.

Uedals ararded as the resul t  of  the f lght ing of  4th October 19l7:  f ive
nore Other Ranks were also decorated but the I ' lar Diary of 8th Somerset
Llght Tnfantry onits to r0ent ion the nane of the neda1.

Correct ioni  two, not three other Ranks tere avarded the Dist lngulshed
conduct Medal as.  a resul t  of  the 4th october 19l7 f ighl ing.

A check with l lo 363 MIS-SoRTS/134r Soldie.s '  Servlce Records,  I , ry1:  THORNBURN'
Donald -  TITE, Henry, revealed no trace for Pr ivate TILBURY. A simi lar
search in the Mis-sorts records revealed no trace for Pr lvate HAR\IERSoN.

A period of roughly six nonthsr training \ tou1d nost 1ike1y have Preceded
the disembarkat ion ln France. This puts a possible date of enl lstnent
for Pr ivates TII ,BURY and HARVERSoN at around SeDtenber of 1914.

* When the nen of lst /20th l -ondon Reginent were re-numbered, Privates
HARVERSON and TILBURY agatn had consecut lve reginental  nunbers: 634027
and 634028, respect ively.



According to 'Soldlers Died.. . ' ,  3 of f tcers and 39 other Ranks of  the
8th Sonersets r . /ere kl11ed ln act ion on 4th october 19I7. The najor i ty
have no knor, 'n grave and ale conmemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorlal .  As
8th Sonersets '  f ront 11ne, a frontage of some 250 yards, did not change
unt i l  September 1918, i t  ts hlghly l lkely that those nen lay Fhere they had
fa1len for alnost a year and that the bodies were subject to further
and random destruct lon fron constant she11-f l re.  The 1etha1 circunstances
of such a front l ine vrould r tot  have al lowed the bodies to be recovered.
Vhen the renains were eventual ly recovered *,  ldent i f icat ion would frequent ly
be lnpossible**.  I t  1s very unl ikely that those casualt ies received any
forn of bur lal  pr ior to Septenber 1918. The chivalrous att i tudes prevalent
in the early days of the var,  vhen each stde would every nol '  and then
al lolr  the other to col lect i ts dead and lrounded' had long since dtsappeared.

By the end of the f tght ing of 4th October 1917 the 8th Sonersets had
establ lshed four tsolated shel l -ho1e outposts, the nain body of the nen
being dug in sone 80 yards to the rear of those outposts '

The '0f f lc la l  Eistory of  the l , iarr  ( 'Mt l i tary operat lons' . .19I7. . . ' ,  see
SoURCES sheet).  corBrents on the Southern f lank of the act ion as fo11o!ts

rThe r ight  br lgade of  th is (37th) div is lon. . .  renewed the at tempt
to capture the defended local1ty on Torer Hamlets spur;  but  the
8/Sonerset L.T. and 8/ l , incolnshire'  whlch entered i t ,  q 'ete swept
by machine-gun f l re f rom front and f lanks,  as 1n previous at tempts,
and had to fa11 back to their  start ing-1ine, Heavy losses tere
lncurred, and intense German she11ing, together v i th the nuddy
condl t lons of  the Eassevi l lebeek va11ey, prevented the arr lval
of suff lc lent reinforcenents ln t ine to resume the attack.

A footnote on the sane page statesi

'Pr lvate T.H.Sage (8/Somerset L.1.  )  oas avarded the V.C. for  saving
the 1lves of a nunber of nen by throvlng hlnself  on a bonb dropped
bv a nciphho,,r inq soldier ! 'ho \ , ras shot down nhen about to throw i t . '

The rord'bombi refers to a grenade. Pr lvate Sage does not appear on the
l ist  of  those ki1led on the day of  the batt le*t : . .

0ve.a11, the Batt le of Broodseinde rras a considerabl the Gernans
loslng a great deal of  ground. The batt le rvas the prelude to the f ight lng
for the v i l laee of  Passchendaele.

O5JANO5I'ED

* Much of thts unpleasant i tork was carr ied out

** The ident i ty dlscs vorn by Brl t lsh soldlers
conpressed cardboard whlch dlslntegrated after
condl t lons.

**,k To be lnvest lgated.
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